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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-20, drawn to a method for assembling an opto-electric module, 
classified in class 385, subclass 92. 

II. Claims 21-29, drawn to an opto-electric module product, classified in class 385, 
subclass 92. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The inventions 
are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be 
used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be 
made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the 
opto-electric module product may be made by a materially different process in which the 
electrical interface is connected to the contacts before the OSA is disposed in the cavity and the 
circuit board is fixed to the substrate. Furthermore, the product may be made by a different 
process in which the OSA is not snapped into the cavity or the optical end is inserted after the 
electrical end. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



Application/Control Number: 10/825,520 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2871 

During a telephone conversation with Stephen Driscoll on 9/29/05 a provisional election 
was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-20. Affirmation of this 
election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 21-29 are 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a 
non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-17, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kurashima et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,596,665 "Kurashima") in view of Sampson et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,767,1 79). 

Regarding claim 1, Kurashima discloses a method for assembling an opto-electric module 
(Figure 1 element 1) comprising: 
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at least one OSA (Figure 2 elements 2 and 5) having an optical axis (Column 1 1 
lines 35-37), an optical end (Figure 2 element 10a), an electrical end (Figure 2 side of 
element 11a), and an electrical interface (Figure 2 side of element 1 la) at said electrical 
end, a circuit board (Figure 2 element 8) having electrical contacts (Figure 2 element 
46b), and a connector interface (Figure 20 elements 9 and 22) cooperating with the OSA 
such than an optical connector (Figure 20 element 9) is optically coupled to the OSA, the 
method comprising: 

providing an assembly (Figure 2 element 7) comprising the connector 
interface and a substrate (Figure 2 element 15) having a cavity for receiving the 
OSA, the cavity being aligned with the connector interface (Figure 8 element 22, 
Figure 20) such that, when the OSA is disposed in the cavity, the OSA is 
positioned to optically couple with a mating connector of an optical component 
connected to the connector interface (Figure 20 element 9); 

placing the circuit board in a particular position relative to the cavity such 
that, when the OSA is disposed in the cavity, the electrical interface is positioned 
to electrically couple with contacts on the circuit board (Figure 14); 
placing the OSA in the cavity (Figures 5-8); and 

electrically connecting the electrical interfaces to the contacts (Figures 13- 

15). 



Kurashima fails to disclose the step of affixing the circuit board to the substrate and also 
fails to disclose the step of electrically connecting the electrical interface to the contacts as 
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performed after the OSA is disposed in the cavity and the circuit board is fixed to the substrate. 
Sampson, however, teaches affixing a circuit board (12) to a substrate (22) having a cavity for an 
OSA (16) and connecting the electrical interface after the OSA is disposed in the cavity and the 
circuit board is fixed to the substrate (Column 3 lines 1-8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have affixed the circuit board to the substrate and to have electrically connected to 
the electrical interface after disposing the OSA and fixing the circuit board in the display device 
disclosed by Kurashima. One would have been motivated to affix the circuit board and the 
substrate to maintain their positional relationship within the opto-electric module assembly as 
taught by Sampson. One would have been motivated to electrically connect the electrical 
interface after the OSA is disposed in the cavity and the circuit board is fixed to the substrate to 
allow for the circuitry to be aligned and therefore allow for the circuitry to be easily connected 
by soldering (Column 3 lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 2, Kurashima discloses the cavity as dimensioned to receive the OSA 
snugly so that the position of the OSA is defined in the module (Figures 2, 6, and 8). 

Regarding claim 3, Kurashima discloses the substrate as resilient and urges against the 
OSA when the OSA is placed therein (elements 24A and 24B; Figures 1 1 and 12). 
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Regarding claim 4, Kurashima discloses the step of placing the OSA in the cavity as 
comprising snapping the OSA into the cavity (Column 9 lines 24-50, Column 10 lines 5-31; 
Figures 11 and 12). 

Regarding claim 5, Kurashima discloses the substrate as having a second cavity (Figure 

2). 

Regarding claim 6, Kurashima discloses a first structure to align the connector interface 
to the cavity (Figures 2 and 20). 

Regarding claim 7, Kurashima fails to disclose a second structure to align the circuit 
board relative to the cavity. Sampson, however, teaches a second structure to align the circuit 
board relative to the cavity (element 36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to form a second structure on the substrate to align the circuit board relative to the 
cavity in the display device disclosed by Kurashima. One would have been motivated to affix 
the circuit board and the substrate to maintain their positional relationship within the opto- 
electric module assembly in achieving a reliable electrical connection between the opto-electric 
module and the circuit board. 

Regarding claim 9, Kurashima discloses placing the OSA by first inserting the optical 
end thereof into the connector interface and then placing the electrical end into the cavity such 
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that the electrical interface is urged against the circuit board (Column 9 lines 24-50, Column 10 
lines 5-31; Figures 1 1 and 12). 

Regarding claim 10, Kurashima discloses the OS A as placed in the cavity by first 
inserting the optical end thereof into the connector interface and then placing the electrical end 
into the cavity such that the electrical interface is urged against the circuit board (Column 1 1 
lines 16-54). 

Regarding claim 11, Kurashima discloses the OSA as one of either a receiving OS A or a 
transmitting OSA (Column 6 lines 45-49). 

Regarding claim 12, Kurashima discloses the electrical interface as having electrical 
leads extending from the OSA essentially parallel to the optical axis of the OSA and a flexible 
circuit of electrical conductors extending orthogonally from the electrical leads (Figure 2 
elements 2 and 47). 

Regarding claim 13, Kurashima discloses the circuit board as having a top and bottom 
orientation when mounted on the substrate, the contacts being disposed on the top of the circuit 
board, and wherein the OSA is placed in the cavity such that the electrical conductors overlay the 
contacts (Figures 3 and 4). 
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Regarding claim 14, Kurashima discloses the conductors as resilient and as biased into 
the circuit board when the OSA is disposed in the cavity (Column 7 lines 49-63; Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 15, Kurashima discloses the flexible circuit as not extending between 
the electrical leads and the contacts in a straight line (Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 16, Kurashima discloses the circuit board as planar and parallel to the 
optical axis (Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 17, Kurashima discloses the flexible circuit as extending orthogonally 
from the electrical leads and as bending around the circuit board (Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 20, Kurashima discloses attaching a cover to the substrate to contain and 
hold secure the OSA (Figure 2 element 4). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kurashima in 
view of Sampson and in further view of Ishibashi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,596,663 
"Ishibashi"). 

Kurashima as modified by Sampson fails to disclose the second structure as an orifice 
adapter to receive a pin and the circuit board as comprising an orifice to receive a pin, and 
wherein affixing the circuit board to the substrate comprises sequentially inserting a pin through 
an orifice of the circuit board and an orifice through the substrate. Ishibashi, however, teaches 
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such a fixing and alignment structure (circuit board 30, circuit board orifice 31, substrate 10, 
orifice adapter 1 1, pin 71). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate such a fixing and alignment structure between the circuit board and the 
substrate in the display device disclosed by Kurashima. One would have been motivated to 
include such an alignment structure as a means of automating the assembly process and to allow 
for the substrate to be easily press-fit onto the circuit board (Column 12 lines 32-48). 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 ILS.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kurashima in view of Sampson and in further view of Gilliland et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,358,066 "Gilliland"). 

Kurashima as modified by Sampson fails to disclose the amount of overlap between the 
contacts and the electrical conductors as adjusted to control impedance after the OSA is placed in 
the cavity. Gilliland, however, teaches such a feature as a means of matching the impedance of 
the connection to that of the host device (Column 6 lines 26-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to adjust the amount of overlap between the contacts and the electrical conductors to 
control impedance after the OSA is placed in the cavity. One would have been motivated to 
match the impedances of the connection and the host device to avoid the cost and inconvenience 
of additional impedance match equipment and to benefit from an efficient contact between 
electrical components (Column 1 lines 28-48). 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael H. Caley whose telephone number is (571) 272-2286. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Kim can be reached on (571) 272-2293. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael H. Caley 
September 30, 2005 
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